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MINI-GRANT APPLICATION GUIDELINES   Fall 2010-2011
1. The NEW 200 Foundation is offering mini-grants of up to $1000 for projects to be completed in the Spring 2010-11 through Fall 2011-12 school years.   Any District 200 teacher is eligible to apply for funding through this program. To submit an application:

· The application form will be posted only on the Foundation web site at www.new200foundation.org.  Please be sure to only use materials designated for this round of applications.  The committee review form will also be available on line to indicate reviewing emphasis.
· Carefully review the following guidelines and complete the application form as indicated.  Competition for grants has increased dramatically in the last few years so the reviewing committee is stricter than ever.  It is important to follow directions exactly and to present as professional, clear and concise a proposal as possible!
· Secure the appropriate building administrator’s signature and their statement confirming that your proposal lies outside of normal funding channels.
· Submit the original plus four copies of the completed application to Mary Clifford at the District offices.  Applications must be submitted to the Foundation by January 19, 2011.   The Foundation will adhere strictly to this guideline and late proposals will not be considered.

2. Proposals may be submitted for projects that support ANY curricular area. Any District 200 staff is eligible to submit proposals that will benefit District 200 students.

3. Up to 2 mini-grants may be awarded for each District 200 School.  An individual staff member may only receive funding for one grant per fiscal year.  An individual staff member will only be eligible for a new grant if they submitted the year end evaluation for their previous grant.

4. The staff member’s principal or building administrator must sign the completed proposal to indicate the administration’s awareness and support of the project and to confirm that the project falls outside of normal/available operating funds.

5. An evaluation committee appointed by the NEW 200 Foundation’s Board will review applications and make recommendations to the Foundation Board. The Board will make the final funding decisions.

6. The evaluation committee will favor projects that show innovation and creativity. Priority will also be given to projects that address school improvement goals, assist in meeting instructional needs of targeted student groups, offer new approaches to solving problems or create opportunities for teachers to collaborate across content areas.

7. The mini-grant program will only fund supplies if they are integral to the completion of an innovative project. 
8. The mini-grant program cannot fund teacher stipends or salaries or monies for professional development and will not fund excursions or buses for field trips.
9. Proposals that require additional funds or community resources must show evidence of support from any cooperating agency/group.
10. The Evaluation Committee may contact applicants in order to gain clarity regarding the proposal. 

11. Award notifications should be made around March 10, 2011.  Award monies will be distributed to the principals of each school shortly thereafter.

12.  All purchases must go through school accounts.

13. Projects must be completed by the end of the Fall Semester of the 2011-2012 school year.

14.  A one-page minimum written report summarizing the results of the project must be submitted to Mary Clifford, or to the Foundation Board at the address below, before the end of the 2011-2012 school year.

Post Office Box 253  Wheaton, IL 60189

www.new200foundation.org

Post Office Box 253  Wheaton, IL 60189

www.new200foundation.org
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